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LIS Eelgrass Strategy YR 1-2 Implementation:
• Create a LIS Eelgrass Collaborative.
• Work with state partners to identify 

management and restoration barriers.
• Advise on updates to the EHSI Model.
• Enhance continuous water quality 

monitoring efforts for eelgrass and 
human activity.

• Support remote sensing surveys.
• Analyze historical data to confirm 

distribution trends.

Collaborative facilitated by the CT NERR with 
funding and partnership of the LISS.

CT NERR encompass 53% of CT’s existing 
eelgrass beds and 37% of Long Island Sound and 
Fishers Island Sound’s beds.  Focus of reserve’s
training and research programs.

   Eelgrass Collaborative website 
   with background, links, and 
   meeting materials.  

CT NERR Boundary

Source: Bradley, 2017 Aerial Survey



Activity Timeline



Regulatory Barriers Project  Timeline



Background for Regulatory Discussions:
   

An Assessment of the Impacts of Commercial and Recreational Fishing and Other Activities to Eelgrass 
in Connecticut’s Waters and Recommendations for Management (2007)

Report of the New York State Seagrass Task Force (2009)

Marine Aquaculture Permitting in Connecticut (2019)

NOAA State-By-State Summary of Shellfish Aquaculture Leasing and Permitting (2021)

The Nature Conservancy Building Eelgrass Resilience Along the Mid-Atlantic and New England Coast, 
Conference Proceedings (2022)

Interactions Between Aquaculture and Eelgrass – MIT workshop (2022)

Finding new sources through agency meetings 
and Collaborative discussions – Jamboard 10/12
 

Draft Questions



Draft List of Questions for Agency Discussion

• In addition to the regulatory framework that we’ve researched, are there any existing regulatory 

mechanisms we are missing?  

• Are there additional regulatory mechanisms that would be useful to incorporate into (the state’s) 

environmental review process? 

• How do we find existing policy used to make decisions during project review? Are there 

opportunities for new policy to address emerging activities like common garden experiments or 

interstate seed transport/seed dispersal?  Is implementing policy more likely than regulations? 

• Are there ways state regulations or policies can be used to protect POTENTIAL eelgrass habitat? 

What are barriers to doing so?  

• Are there nonregulatory mechanisms that (the state) currently uses to manage and protect 

eelgrass?  What nonregulatory tools could be helpful/models that we can research? 

• Aquaculture/Eelgrass Interaction related questions:  

o Is there a way to streamline permitting for growers and researchers who want to use leases 

as a demonstration/study site?

o Are there nonregulatory ways used to minimize impacts (e.g. developing BMPS for gear 

use)?  Are there barriers to implementation?



AGENCY DISCUSSIONS

State staff: Federal staff:

= aquaculture focus

= habitat focus

* = contacting first

CT

NY
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