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The Formation of 
the LIS Eelgrass 
Collaborative

Developed by the EPA LIS Office, LISS, and local stakeholders.



Goals of the Eelgrass Collaborative: 

Provide input 
on other 
eelgrass 
projects

Improve 
bi-state 

collaboration

Management 
Assessment
• Report Review
• Agency 

Meetings 

Coordinate 
regional 
efforts



Bi-State Eelgrass Timeline 
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A Review of Past Recommendations
NY - 2009 CT - 2007



Report Recommendations
Progress

Notes (barriers, 
relevance, & needs)No 

progress
In 

progress
Complete

NY: Monitor Health & Extent 
▪ Uniform mapping
▪ SAV bed monitoring in:

▪ Long Island Sound 
▪ Peconic Estuary
▪ South Shore Estuary

X

NYDEC:
▪ PEP & LISS aerial 

survey scheduled 2024 
▪ SSER survey in 2018 - 

planning next one 

CT: Eelgrass Research 
▪ Field surveys on effects of:

▪ Fishing & boating 
activities

▪ Waterfowl

X

CT DEEP:
▪ Program had to 

discontinue many 
activities 

▪ Struggled to keep core 
programs afloat



Agency Meeting Feedback: New Recommendations

Estuary-Specific Management 
Plan Development

Definitions for Eelgrass Meadows 
& Significant Impacts to Beds

Interstate Seed Transport-BMPs 
and Guidance



Regulatory Recommendation: Interstate Seed Transport

Infantes, E. & Moksnes, P.-O. Eelgrass seed harvesting: Flowering shoots development and restoration on the Swedish west coast. Aquatic Botany 144, 9–19 (2018).



Agency Meeting Feedback: Non-Regulatory

Numeric Water Quality Criteria

Research: Eelgrass Light & Depth 
Requirements 

Best Boating Practices 





Coordinating 
with other 

regional efforts 
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