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• Request for Proposals: Initiate and Develop a Long-Term Targeted and Large-Scale Eelgrass 
Seed Dispersal Restoration Initiative

• Organization: NEIWPCC/EPA

• Project Period: October 1, 2024-September 30, 2028 
(RFP to be released January 2 or 3, 2025)

• Project Cost: $1,500,000 (for 3 years)

• Objectives: The objective of this proposal is to develop and release a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) to initiate a long-term targeted and large-scale eelgrass seed dispersal 
restoration initiative. The amount requested would support the program’s set up as well 
as 3 years of seed dispersal restoration. The project leads will continue to develop and 
refine the RFP, but some key components to be highlighted in the RFP are:

• Expanding acreage in well-establish eelgrass meadows
• Piloting establishment of eelgrass meadows in areas where there is currently no eelgrass 

but suitability is high
• Increasing the gene flow/genetic diversity in eelgrass meadows
• Piloting innovative approaches to broadcast eelgrass seeds
• Coupling other restoration techniques with seed broadcasting (i.e., building off Long 

Island Sound Research Grant Program)
• Post-dispersal monitoring

New FY24 Supplemental Proposal Funded
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• First Year(s) Priority: Stand-Up the Initiative

• Infrastructure Set-Up/Upgrades

• Initiate restoration program

• Ongoing discussions about next steps

• Future Years: Scaling Up

• Ideal: Collect 1,000,000 seeds (25,000 shoots) – needs to incorporate 
seeds outside of Long Island Sound

• Incorporation of other restoration components:

• Example: VIMS was awarded over $2 million to incorporate scallop 
restoration into their SAV restoration program
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Why shift to seed-based restoration?

• Advantages

• Reduce/eliminate need for 
scuba

• Rapid recovery

• With minimal training, anyone 
can do it

• Easier to scale up

• Disadvantages

• Potentially high predation rates

• Seeds can be washed away

• Infrastructure needs

https://estuarineresearchreserve-center.media.uconn.edu/wp-
content/uploads/sites/3556/2024/03/LIS_Eelgrass_Chris-Patrick-presentation.pdf
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Beebe CoveMumford Cove

Hay Harbor Barleyfield
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• Cornell Cooperative Extension is 
in the process of drafting a list of 
best management practices for 
restoration

• Minimizing disease risks are 
possible

Best Management Practices



Help us restore and manage Long Island Sound’s eelgrass
Contact Cayla Sullivan (Sullivan.cayla@epa.gov), CT/NY Coordinators to record eelgrass seed 
collection

Take no more than 10%

Long Island Sound Eelgrass 
Restoration Initiative 

mailto:Sullivan.cayla@epa.gov
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LIS EELGRASS COLLABORATIVE 

INPUT
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